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Weekly Update for December 8, 2022  
 
 
Concordia Property 
 
The City of Independence has a unique opportunity to purchase property and establish a 
neighborhood of limited-maintenance, single-family homes nestled in the heart of 
downtown Independence.  I shared some of the backstory in my Weekly Update for 
December 2.  
 
Concordia Lutheran Church of Independence on Brecksville Road has been serving 
parishioners since 1966.  Recently, the church leadership decided to sell eighteen acres of 
property adjacent to the church which is zoned residential.  
 
On November 15, the Council adopted an ordinance that authorized the city to enter into a 
purchase agreement with Concordia Lutheran Church to purchase the property for 
$475,000.   
 
Many people have approached Concordia about purchasing their land, but the church elected 
to sell it to the City because they feel our visions align in terms of creating homes that would 
keep residents in town.  
 
As a first step and in the interest of transparency, I invited residents whose property 
borders the western side of Concordia’s property and the City Council to a meeting at City 
Hall on November 7 to begin a dialog about the City’s intentions . We also asked 
homeowners if they would be interested in selling a portion of their backyard land to 
expand the footprint of this potential project.  
 
Since then, a considerable amount of misinformation has been pushed out which is not 
helpful to any of the parties involved.  
 
Let me set the record straight:  the City will NOT use eminent domain to purchase any 
residents’ property adjacent to Concordia’s property to facilitate the single-family 
development. However, if any homeowner is interested in selling all or part of their 
property near the Concordia land, the City is open to having a conversation.  
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By purchasing the property from Concordia, the City would be able to vet potential 
developers to determine the best possible design and living options. The City would then 
sell the land to the developer who would bring the vision to life.   
 
This investment opportunity is time sensitive. The City had to sign a purchase agreement to 
access Concordia’s private property before starting the due diligence process. This is a 
normal real estate practice.    
 
On Friday, December 9, a Council Workshop was held on the Concordia Lutheran Church 
site so members of Council could walk the property that is up for sale. In addition to the 
directors of the Engineering, Building, and Economic Development departments, there 
were about a dozen residents who walked the property and asked questions.   
 

 
 



 
I invite all residents interested in this type of housing option to attend a town hall 
meeting at the Civic Center next Thursday, December 15 starting at 5:30 PM. I will update 
everyone on the due diligence process, answer questions, and further explain the value of 
building this type of development in our community.   
 

 

 
 
 
Legislative Review & Weekly Report   

 
 
Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Legislative Review  of the  

December 13, 2022 Council Meeting Agenda. And his Weekly Report 

for December 9, 2022. 
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Tornado Sirens  
The Independence Fire Department will be testing tornado sirens on Saturday, December 
10 at Noon for one minute.   Residents do not need to take any action – this will simply be 
a test.  
 
If there was a real emergency, the siren would be activated to warn citizens that the National 
Weather Service has issued a Tornado Warning in Cuyahoga County. In that case, people 
should immediately proceed to the basement of their home and tune in to a local radio or 
television station for further information. If you do not have a basement, then you should take 
shelter in an interior closet. 

 
 
Congratulations Independence Police! 
 
Independence Police were awarded more than $8,000 from the Ohio Law Enforcement 
Body Armor Program this week. The state grant through the Ohio Attorney General’s 
office will be used to purchase bulletproof vests and carriers throughout 2023.  
 

 
Seniors Celebrate the Season 
 
Lyn and I enjoyed visiting the Senior Citizens of Independence this afternoon during their 
Christmas Party at the Holiday Inn.  

Outgoing President Toni Muntean was the 
emcee, and I was honored to administer the 
Oath of Office to the new officers. 

The new officers for 2023 will be:  

President Darlene Gareau 

Vice President Ronald Latare 

Financial Officer Dave Stefanski 

Treasurer Gloria Mikals 

 



 

   
 

 
 
 
Remembrance Celebration 
 
While the holiday season is a joyous time for so many, we know it may also be a season of 
sorrow as well as remembering loved ones who are no longer with us.  
 
On Thursday, the Community Services team and I had the honor of hosting our annual 
Remembrance Day Celebration where we gathered to celebrate the memories of those we 



hold near and dear to our hearts. As the names of those to be remembered were read, 
loved ones hung angel ornaments on the Remembrance Tree.  
 

 
 

For those who have lost a loved one, we want you to know how much you mean to us year-
round, but especially during this time of year. 
 
 
Sweet Treats for Sale! 

 
If you are looking for some delicious stocking 
stuffers, stop by City Hall where we are selling 
handmade, chocolate treats!   
 
We have chocolate-dipped Oreos ($2), smores 
and chocolate-covered Rice Krispie’s ($3 each), 
and hot cocoa bombs. ($5). 
 

 
 
 
 



Thanks, Santa! 
 
After the Holiday Tree Lighting last weekend, Santa stayed in town to deliver some 
holiday cheer to some of our long-time residents.   
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please 
ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 

 

mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

